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He has been awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Army Commenda-
tion Medal, and the Legion of Merit.
His example is one all Americans and
Arkansans can admire, and I treasure
our work together here in the 115th
Congress representing our State of Ar-
kansas.

————

NOAA BETRAYED THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
whistleblower has charged that the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration falsified data in a study
that attempted to disprove the widely
accepted 15-year halt in global warm-
ing. This was done in an effort to gar-
ner public support for the Obama ad-
ministration’s Clean Power Plan and
the United Nations’ Paris climate
agreement.

NOAA'’s officials suppressed internal
debate about the study and actively ob-
structed the House Science Commit-
tee’s investigations of concerns about
the data. However, one brave scientist
decided to step forward and blow the
whistle on NOAA.

According to Dr. John Bates, NOAA
put its thumb on the scale to justify
their predetermined conclusions and
support the President’s agenda, even if
that meant violating their own sci-
entific integrity rules.

The Science Committee will continue
to investigate this scandal. Americans
have a right to unbiased science.

We can thank Dr. Bates for his heroic
act and for having the courage to step
forward in the face of the liberal me-
dia’s smear campaigns.

——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 3, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 3, 2017, at 1:52 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 3056.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky) at 4
o’clock and 45 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

CRAGS, COLORADO LAND
EXCHANGE ACT OF 2017

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 618) to authorize, direct, expedite,
and facilitate a land exchange in El
Paso and Teller Counties, Colorado,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 618

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Crags, Colo-
rado Land Exchange Act of 2017"".

SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to authorize, direct, expedite, and fa-
cilitate the land exchange set forth herein;
and

(2) to promote enhanced public outdoor
recreational and natural resource conserva-
tion opportunities in the Pike National For-
est near Pikes Peak, Colorado, via acquisi-
tion of the non-Federal land and trail ease-
ment.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

Q) BHI.—The term “BHI” means
Broadmoor Hotel, Inc., a Colorado corpora-
tion.

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land” means all right, title, and interest of
the United States in and to approximately 83
acres of land within the Pike National For-
est, El Paso County, Colorado, together with
a non-exclusive perpetual access easement to
BHI to and from such land on Forest Service
Road 371, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘‘Proposed Crags Land Exchange—
Federal Parcel-Emerald Valley Ranch”,
dated March 2015.

(3) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘non-
Federal land” means the land and trail ease-
ment to be conveyed to the Secretary by BHI
in the exchange and is—

(A) approximately 320 acres of land within
the Pike National Forest, Teller County,
Colorado, as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘‘Proposed Crags Land Exchange-—
Non-Federal Parcel-Crags Property’’, dated
March 2015; and

(B) a permanent trail easement for the
Barr Trail in El Paso County, Colorado, as
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Pro-
posed Crags Land Exchange-Barr Trail Ease-
ment to United States’, dated March 2015,
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and which shall be considered as a voluntary
donation to the United States by BHI for all
purposes of law.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture, unless
otherwise specified.

SEC. 4. LAND EXCHANGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—If BHI offers to convey to
the Secretary all right, title, and interest of
BHI in and to the non-Federal land, the Sec-
retary shall accept the offer and simulta-
neously convey to BHI the Federal land.

(b) LAND TITLE.—Title to the non-Federal
land conveyed and donated to the Secretary
under this Act shall be acceptable to the
Secretary and shall conform to the title ap-
proval standards of the Attorney General of
the United States applicable to land acquisi-
tions by the Federal Government.

(c) PERPETUAL ACCESS EASEMENT TO BHI.—
The nonexclusive perpetual access easement
to be granted to BHI as shown on the map re-
ferred to in section 3(2) shall allow—

(1) BHI to fully maintain, at BHI’s expense,
and use Forest Service Road 371 from its
junction with Forest Service Road 368 in ac-
cordance with historic use and maintenance
patterns by BHI; and

(2) full and continued public and adminis-
trative access and use of FSR 371 in accord-
ance with the existing Forest Service travel
management plan, or as such plan may be re-
vised by the Secretary.

(d) ROUTE AND CONDITION OF ROAD.—BHI
and the Secretary may mutually agree to
improve, relocate, reconstruct, or otherwise
alter the route and condition of all or por-
tions of such road as the Secretary, in close
consultation with BHI, may determine advis-
able.

(e) EXCHANGE CoSTs.—BHI shall pay for all
land survey, appraisal, and other costs to the
Secretary as may be necessary to process
and consummate the exchange directed by
this Act, including reimbursement to the
Secretary, if the Secretary so requests, for
staff time spent in such processing and con-
summation.

SEC. 5. EQUAL VALUE EXCHANGE AND APPRAIS-
ALS.

(a) APPRAISALS.—The values of the lands to
be exchanged under this Act shall be deter-
mined by the Secretary through appraisals
performed in accordance with—

(1) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisitions;

(2) the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice;

(3) appraisal instructions issued by the
Secretary; and

(4) shall be performed by an appraiser mu-
tually agreed to by the Secretary and BHI.

(b) EQUAL VALUE EXCHANGE.—The values of
the Federal and non-Federal land parcels ex-
changed shall be equal, or if they are not
equal, shall be equalized as follows:

(1) SURPLUS OF FEDERAL LAND VALUE.—If
the final appraised value of the Federal land
exceeds the final appraised value of the non-
Federal land parcel identified in section
3(3)(A), BHI shall make a cash equalization
payment to the United States as necessary
to achieve equal value, including, if nec-
essary, an amount in excess of that author-
ized pursuant to section 206(b) of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1716(b)).

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Any cash equalization
moneys received by the Secretary under
paragraph (1) shall be—

(A) deposited in the fund established under
Public Law 90-171 (commonly known as the
¢“Sisk Act”; 16 U.S.C. 484a); and

(B) made available to the Secretary for the
acquisition of land or interests in land in Re-
gion 2 of the Forest Service.

(3) SURPLUS OF NON-FEDERAL LAND VALUE.—
If the final appraised value of the non-Fed-
eral land parcel identified in section 3(3)(A)
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